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Qutrageous censorship

Much of the work of the Central

. Intelligence Agency and the Na-

tional Security Agency is neces-
sarily secret, though in the nation-
al interest it is important that
congressional leaders keep tabs
on them. But in other government
agencies, lifetime pre-censorship
of speeches, articles and books
concerning the sources and meth-
ods of intelligence-gathering by
employees is outrageous.

Before 1981, federal employees
given access to secret informa-
tion were asked to sign a pledge
that they would not disclose it.
That should have been enough.
But in 1981 the administration
began requiring pledges for life-
time pre-censorship, and more re-
cently it proposed a new version
requiring lifetime pre-censorship
for talk and writing about “intel-
ligence activities” as well as “in-
telligence sources or methods.”

The proposed pledge revision
caused an outery in Congress, and
on Feb. 14 the administration
withdrew it. Chairmen of two
House committees asked the Gen-
eral Accounting Office to check
on censorship agreements in
force. The GAO report, released
last month, found that more than
120,000 federal employees now
working have signed up to submit
to censorship in advance. That is

a grotesquely large number.

It does not include about 45,000
military or civilian employees of
the Defense Department now re-
tired or reassigned. Nor does it in-
clude the CIA or the NSA, the Jus-
tice Department, the Department
of Energy, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and five other
federal agencies that did not re-
ply.

How important was all this for
keeping secrets? The agencies
told the GAO of 43 instances in
1983 when *“classified” informa-
tion was disclosed, but only one of
these was made through a speech
or a publication, ani 34 of them-

.were not deemed important

enough to submit to the Justice
Department for investigation.

But in the past year or so, the
number .of articles and books
being reviewed for possible viola-
tions has gone way up, from 2,784
in 1981 to 10,088 in 1983. So much
chaff and so little wheat!

The whole thing is a gross vio-
lation of what should be freedom
of information and a big waste of
taxpayers’ money. A Texas con-
gressman has proposed a law lim-
iting censorship pledges to CIA
and NSA employees.

Good idea. Wherever possible,
Congress and the public should
know what is going on.



